Professor Rafiquddin was one of the best clinicians of our country who always gave emphasis more on history and clinical examinations rather than investigations for *Professor M A Jalil Chowdhury Chairman, Internal Medicine Department BSMMU, Shahbag, Dhaka * For correspondence diagnosis. Students and trainee doctors were frequently astonished to see him obtaining a lot of information from the patients asking only a few questions. He was very rational regarding laboratory investigations and always taught his students to consider the economic condition of the patient during writing investigations. He was miser during writing drugs and always tried to cure his patients with minimum number but specific medications ignoring all the provocations of pharmaceutical companies. A man of such ideals and ethics is becoming a rarity in our society.
It's said that a teacher teaches, a good teacher demonstrates but a great teacher inspires. Professor Rafique was a passionate, hard working and committed teacher putting his heart and soul in to teaching. He used to be and will remain as a reference for knowledge and skill in clinical medicine & numerous students he left behind all over the country will be following the example set by Professor Rafique in their life time. I heard many promising specialist doctors saying proudly that he/she had been a trainee of Professor Rafique Uddin. Chairs and benches in the class of Professor Rafique were always outnumbered by the spell bound students even in the early morning class of 7.30 AM. I saw trainee doctors from different institutions rushing towards Dhaka Medical College to learn the art of history taking and clinical examination from him. Although a friendly teacher in the classroom and bed side, Professor Rafique was a very tough examiner in the postgraduate examinations who never compromised regarding quality and set a high standard for passing.
A good doctor-patient relationship is a medium through which data are gathered, diagnostic approach is formulated, treatment is executed and compliance is accomplished. But there has been much criticism regarding doctor-patient relationship in our country that the doctors do not pay adequate attention and do not explain anything to the patient. Professor Rafique was an exception. He used to listen to the patients complaints, both in hospital and private practice, with utmost patience and sympathy. He had a way of communicating with the patients that resonated far beyond what most specialists ever manage to achieve. The Students, junior doctors or trainees, whoever it is, had to pay the penalty if any one was seen to misbehave with the patients.
Personally, I have many sweet memories with Professor Rafique starting from the very first day I joined as Assistant Professor in 1988 in Rajshahi Medical College where he was a legend among his students and patients. He arranged a house for my living and managed a chamber for private practice with in short period. Together we used to travel between Dhaka & Rajshahi for many years. His heartfelt warmth and love along with the helps he extended towards me brightened my days of Rajshahi that I still cherish in my mind. But I also found a strong personality and strict principle behind his gentle smile and polite behaviour. I can remember one day I was returning to Dhaka along with Professor Rafique to attend PCS examination for Associate Professor and incidentally he was one of the examiners of PSC of my exam. But he did not give slightest hint about the examination or probable questions. In the examination board, in his turn to ask me questions, Professor Rafique said that he would not ask me anything on principle as I had been known to him personally for prolong period. But he kept a keen eye so that I was not deprived and fortunately I stood first. He had always been my friend, guide, counselor and mentor. Words can not express my grief at his early departure.
No national award has been announced for him nor a floral wreath with an obituary message for his coffin. But Professor A K M Rafiquddin will always be remembered by his students whom he taught the art of medicine, by his colleagues, senior and junior doctors who felt thewarmth of his company and obviously by his patients whom he served in his life time. We do not want to mourn his death rather we are thankful to God that such man lived among us.
